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Associations of the baked goods trade: Against European „taste police“
Berlin 18 of November. The associations of the German baked goods trade – German Bakers’ Confederation, Association of German plant bakers and German confectioner federation – protest against the EU planning for the reduction of the salt content in bread and baked goods. They are supported by the European head association of the baker and confectioner skilled crafts in the EU, the CEBP.
Germany is world-famous for its bread culture, which is even again coined by large variety. This of the consumer - our customers - highly estimated variety is inseparably and traditionally connected with the handicraft food production. Beside the natural raw materials water, flour, sourdough and yeast, salt belongs apart from its technological function as important taste carrier to the nuclear components of spicy and strong bread. As guide for the handicraft bread production a salt portion is considered of 2% - related to the used flour quantity. This means a value of approx 1.5% salt in the end product.
In the draft of the European Union for the so called nutritional value profiles a value of 400 mg sodium on 100 g of the end product is intended by bread. This means 1 g alternatively 1% common salt related to the end product. This suggested value is substantially too low!
Peter Becker, President of the German Bakers’ Confederation: „We protest against the plans of the European Union for the reduction of the salt consumption and quite special for the reduction of the salt content in our most important products. We decline every attempt to cause a standardization of the food produced in Europe by a direct or indirect legal and political control. It cannot be seen at all why the important taste factor salt shall be reduced at bread and so this oldest food of the world shall be demoted to a "repletion supplement". The nutritional value profiles, which should be established till 19th January 2009, are the background of this imminent discrimination according to the so called Health-Claims-Regulation. Straight one with the salt problem the whole dubiousness of nutritional value profiles shows up, which are abused clammy-secretly to the legal basis for an „European taste police“. An alleged consumer protection policy as destruction campaign in relation to traditional food production in Germany and Europe will not be communicable to our enterprises and our customers.”
Henri Wagener, president of the Confederation Europeene des Organisations Nationales de la Boulangerie et de la Patisserie (CEBP): „We must place the topic “salt content in bread” once in a larger connection, in the connection of the European culture and the eating culture. In the European Union we need more respect to variety. It cannot be that by so called nutritional value profiles a unit food is to be ordered to the various and different humans in Europe. We want that an end is set for this bureaucratic nonsense from Brussels. Therefore we want to ask all candidates to the EU Parliament in the forthcoming European elections in summer 2009 if they want to represent the different interests of different humans and countries in Europe and to control the European Union bureaucracy or if they want to make common thing with the bureaucrats in Brussels. With our member associations in Europe we will start the mentioned action in spring 2009 for the preparation of the European elections; we will include our many million customers, who leave day by day our specialist shops as satisfied consumers, into this action.”
Dr. Eberhard Groebel, Chief Executive Officer of the German Bakers’ Confederation: „We fear that the advertising prohibitions accompanying with the nutritional value profiles are only the first step up to the introduction of uniform low limit values and therewith of production prohibitions. We request the Federal Government to fight for a cancellation of the article 4 of the Health Claims Regulation because it turned out that the so called nutritional value profiles are an unfit means, in order to differentiate good from bad food. But if it should remain thereby, these profiles have to be so calculated that it comes to no discriminations debited to traditional German bread and baking goods production.“
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